Get to know your vehicle before you drive it. There are many types of
vehicles available today with many different characteristics, including fuel
ignition systems, anti-lock brakes, four-wheel drive, and systems for
traction control and stability control. Many newer vehicles offer
technologies that assist drivers with steering, braking and/or accelerating to
help you stay within your lane, avoid, or reduce collisions, and maintain safe
following distances. Check the vehicle owner's manual and other
information available from the automaker to learn how these systems work,
how to properly operate them, and to understand their limitations.

No matter what technologies are available in your vehicle, you must always
pay attention to how they operate, be ready to take over control of the
vehicle in the event of an unusual or unforeseen situation, and recognize
that you remain responsible for all driving tasks.

Make sure you know where all the controls and instruments are and what
they do. Check that all warning lights and gauges work. Watch for a
warning light that stays on after you drive away; it could mean a serious
problem with your vehicle.

Get to know the controls well enough to turn on wipers and washers,
headlights, high beams, heater and defroster without having to look.
Learning to use these essential controls without taking your eyes off the
road is an important part of driving.
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